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the life-long industry and marvellous memory of the
scholars of that time, we owe the preservation of the
extensive, and historically invaluable, literatures of
the Vedic schools, and of the Buddhist Order ; and
instead of being astonished that the greater part of
the rest has perished, we ought to be supremely
grateful that so much has been preserved. After all,
the old scholars of India, who were compelled to
make a choice, were right in the choice they made.

These two systems are the highest expression,
from the theological and the anti-theological points
of view, respectively, of Indian thought. There is no
one man to whom the original exposition of Vedantist
philosophy can be ascribed, no one name pre-eminent
in pre-Buddhistic Vedantism. But Sankar Acarya,
centuries afterwards, systematised and formulated
the Vedantist creed, and it is to Gotama the Buddha,
that we owe what we call the Buddhist religion.
There can be no doubt that these two, Sankar Acarya
and Gotama the Buddha, are the greatest names in
the intellectual life of India, and that in preserving
for us the records of the two systems of belief with
which those names are associated, the repeaters of
the Indian books have done for the world the greatest
service they could do.

We have then in India in the valley of the Ganges,
at the time when the Buddhist theory of life was first